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Ecoregional Assessments

In 2004, DNR, the Washington Department of
Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and The Nature
Conservancy agreed to work together create a
series of “ecoregional assessments”— compre-
hensive analyses of native species and habitat
types, their abundance and distribution, and
threats to their viability. The assessments will be
a vital tool for public and private conservation
efforts across the state, and for years to come.
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Carbon Credits

In 2003, DNR (with several western states) was
awarded a $1.6 million federal grant to study
how to best manage forests to capture and
store greenhouse gas. DNR is also interested in
the potential to sell “carbon credits” from state
trust forests to offset industrial emissions. State
legislation in 2004 supported the idea of
carbon credits as a way for power plant
operators to offset some carbon dioxide
emissions.

Pacific Education Institute

In 2003, DNR helped launch the Pacific Education
Institute—a non-profit organization that promotes
hands-on environmental education to help improve
student learning and test scores statewide. Partners
in the effort include the Office of the Superintendent
of Public Instruction, WDFW, Audubon Washington,
the Washington Forest Protection Association, and
other leaders in Washington education, natural
resources, conservation and business.

The public we serve widely and consistently holds DNR in high esteem.

Trust assets are continually enhanced and managed to generate substantial
financial support for current and future trust beneficiaries.

DNR has different goals for the different roles it plays,
but much of DNR’s work supports more than one goal at a time,

reflecting the interconnected nature of the department’s
responsibilities and the resources in its care.

One measure of how well DNR meets this goal is in the willingness of
others to work with us as partners.

DNR works to put trust assets in a better position to generate revenue and
explores new  revenue opportunities.

Land Exchanges

In 2003-2004, DNR worked with public and private
landowners to arrange a series of land exchanges,
mostly in eastern Washington, where a pattern of
intermingled ownership makes it difficult for many
landowners to manage for their specific resource
values. The exchanges will allow DNR to enhance trust
assets while moving now-isolated or non-revenue
producing parcels to more appropriate ownership.

Wind Power

In 2003, DNR signed the first lease of state trust lands
for a wind power project. When developed, the site will
be part of the proposed Kittitas Valley Wind Power
Project. DNR has also been negotiating for additional
wind power sites.
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Fire Prevention Video

In 2004, DNR developed a fire prevention video
and brochure, using a $25,000 grant from State
Farm Insurance. The materials encourage commu-
nities and home owners to incorporate fire safety
into their landscaping.

Kittitas Arson Task Force

Investigators from DNR and several county, federal
and state agencies joined together with private
citizens and businesses to find whomever was
responsible for starting wildfires in Kittitas county.
In 2004, more than 20 wildfires in the area were
caused by arson, and 4 homes were destroyed.
The combined efforts of the task force members
resulted in the arrest of a suspect.
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Losses to life from fire are prevented and property loss is minimized.

New Natural Areas

Two natural areas designated in 2003-2004 will
help DNR protect remnants of rare Washington
forests for the future. The Washougal Oaks Natural
Area—part Natural Area Preserve, part Natural
Resources Conservation Area (NRCA) in Clark and
Skamania counties— includes the largest remaining
high-quality Oregon white oak woodland in
western Washington. The Stavis Creek NRCA in
Kitsap County features significant stands of natural-
origin, Puget lowland forest.

Geologic Hazard Mapping

Because its earlier hazard mapping was
confirmed by damage in the 2001
Nisqually Earthquake, DNR was able to
obtain a 2003 state and federal grant to
map seismic hazards across the state. The
new maps will help cities and counties
identify geologically hazardous areas and
develop effective disaster mitigation plans.
Such plans help local governments deal
with disasters and are required for full
federal relief for future presidentially
declared disasters.

DNR works in various ways to help the public understand and reduce the
risks of wildfire and other natural hazards in Washington.

Forest systems enjoy equal or greater health and productivity.

DNR’s work to support healthy forest systems goes beyond its role as a trust forest manager.

Forest Health Strategy
Work Group

The 2004 Legislature directed DNR to convene the
work group to identify opportunities to improve
forest health in Washington. The group—a mix of
public and private experts from across the state—
identified key elements and recommended
landowner education, focused research, increasing
capacity to address Forest health issues, and
changes to some current laws. Work on forest
health issues will continue in 2005.

Scientific research and monitoring
provide valuable information for DNR’s
land mangers, its partners and the public.
DNR scientists often partner with those
from other oganizations.
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Sustainable Harvest Level and
Independent Review

In 2004, the Board of Natural Resources unani-
mously adopted a new sustainable harvest level
for state trust forests in western Washington—a
goal and limit for how much trust timber can be
harvested over the next decade. The new level of
597 million board feet per year was developed
through extensive scientific review, computer
modeling, and public discussion.

Following adoption of the new level, an Indepen-
dent Review Committee appointed by Commis-
sioner Sutherland unanimously agreed that
additional funds will be needed for DNR to fully
implement the sustainable harvest direction of
the Board.*

Policy for Sustainable Forests

The policies in DNR’s 1992 Forest Resource Plan
(which guides DNR’s overall management of
2.1 million acres state trust forests statewide)
are being updated to reflect new laws,
practices and other changes since 1992. In
2004, DNR held public workshops across the
state to invite input on revising the plan. The
Draft Environmental Impact Statement on the
Policy for Sustainable Forests is expected to go
to the public for review in 2005.

Lake Whatcom Landscape
Management Plan

In 2004, the Board of Natural Resources
adopted the plan, the first step in resuming
DNR timber harvests around Lake Whatcom.
The 2000 Legislature had put state timber
harvests around the lake on hold until a
landscape plan was developed. DNR worked
with the Lake Whatcom DNR Landscape
Planning Committee, local tribes and the
community to develop the plan, which DNR will
implement as a pilot project. An inter-jurisdic-
tional committee will review site-specific
activities, and DNR will report annually to the
Board and legislative committees on the results
and costs.

GOALS AS
A STEWARD OF

UPLAND
AND AQUATIC

RESOURCES

Upland resources provide substantial levels of trust revenue,
conservation, and public benefits consistent with our fiduciary
duty and legal commitments.

DNR looks at the lands it manages and its work on them in terms
of both specific sites and a larger picture.

Most revenue from DNR-managed state trust
lands comes from timber harvests—each
new generation of trees supporting a new
generation of trust beneficiaries.
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The Board’s decision is the subject of

litigation filed by the Washington

Environmental Council, National Audubon

Society, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance

and the Olympic Forest Coalition.

*



Aquatic resources are managed to optimize the
full range of public benefits.

Commencement Bay Cleanup

In 2003-2004, cleanup of Middle Waterway in
Commencement Bay continued. Derelict vessels
were removed, and DNR, the City of Tacoma and
the state Department of Ecology teamed up to
remove 3,100 cubic yards of contaminated
sediments from the mudflats. Removing the
contaminants, rather than capping them in place,
provided a permanent solution that significantly
reduced the risk of future toxic leaks.

Derelict Vessel Removal Program

In 2003, DNR completed program guidelines for
removing abandoned and derelict vessels from
Washington’s waterways. Vessels in danger of
sinking and that pose a potential hazard to human
health or safety are top priority for removal,
followed by those posing a risk to the environment
or navigation. DNR created and manages an
inventory of derelict or abandoned vessels around
the state and, in coordination with other public
authorities, removed more than 50 of them in
2003-2004.

Aquatic Reserves

In 2003, DNR began public review of six sites
that had been withdrawn from leasing in
2000 to initiate the Aquatic Reserves
program. Following the review, Commis-
sioner Sutherland recommended sites at
Maury Island, Cherry Point, Fidalgo Bay and
Cypress Island be further evaluated for
designation as reserves, and that two sites in
Commencement Bay remain withdrawn
from leasing but not be reserves. In 2004,
the Maury Island Aquatic Reserve was
formally established.

Kitsap County Geoduck
Settlement

In 2004, DNR and Kitsap County settled
issues about a permit allowing DNR geoduck
harvests. The county had previously denied
the permit, and DNR had appealed to the
state Shoreline Hearings Board. The board
affirmed DNR’s environmental documenta-
tion and process, and the case was dismissed
when DNR and the County settled on other
permit conditions. As part of the settlement,
DNR agreed to hold public meetings
about geoduck harvesting.

Assuring benefits from these lands under and along the shores of the state’s
waters often means addressing things that are “hidden” from view.

Cleanup efforts, such as in Commencement
Bay, can help restore healthy aquatic
ecosystems, providing a wide range of
long-term public benefits.
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Roads, Fish and Family Foresters

In 2003, legislation eased the financial burden
some forest practices rules placed on small forest
landowners. The result of work by DNR, the
Governor’s Office, legislators and stakeholders, the
new law supported a solution that works for
landowners and fish, including an option for
simplified road maintenance and abandonment
plans and a cost-share program for fixing fish
passage barriers. In 2004, the program funded
36 projects to open up nearly 60 stream miles of
fish habitat.

GOAL AS
A REGULATOR

GOAL AS
AN EMPLOYER/

EXCELLENT
PLACE TO WORK

Region Merger

In 2004, DNR merged its Central (Chehalis) and
Southwest (Castle Rock) regions. The merger
is expected to save an estimated $1 million per
year beginning in the 2005-2007 biennium.
The new Pacific Cascade Region is
headquartered in Castle Rock.

Forests and Fish

The 1999 Forests and Fish Agreement included a
commitment to obtain assurances from the federal
government that forest landowners complying with
the forest practices rules based on the Forests and
Fish Report would also be complying with the
federal Endangered Species Act. In 2003-2004, DNR
worked with Forests and Fish partners to prepare a
Draft Habitat Conservation Plan and application
to obtain those assurances on behalf of the state.
The plan will be submitted to federal and public
review in 2005.

DNR is faithfully implementing its responsibilities as a regulator.

DNR’s workforce is skilled, knowledgeable, motivated and effective.

In addition to administering and enforcing Forest Practices Rules,
DNR works to support their effectiveness.

DNR looks for ways to improve efficiency, so funding can go as far as
possible in supporting staff and services.

Replacing culverts so they allow
fish passage (like this one does) can open
up many stream miles of fish habitat
across the state.
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